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On Athos, a world without women, Dr. Ethan Urquhart delivers babies from uterine replicators. But

when the ovarian cultures start dwindling, he is sent abroad on a mission to replenish the planet's

stocks.
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One of the things I like best about Bujold is her uncanny ability to create and evoke alien cultures.

(The fact that those cultures don't actually involve aliens is inconsequential.) The real trick of it, I've

decided, is that Bujold doesn't make a big deal out of it. With most authors, every single difference

is emphasized and analyzed and justified. The result feels inherently unnatural - partly because the

author is making an elaborate production out of it, partly because the author is showing their hand at

work, and often because the characters end up being far too self-aware. (Neither I, nor anyone I

know, pauses to give elaborate, pseudo-science lectures on why 21st century Americans behave

the way they do.)Bujold, by contrast, simply allows her characters to live in the cultures she creates.

Perhaps even more importantly, she lets us see the universe of her story through the unfiltered eyes

of her characters, without apology or explanation.On this level, ETHAN OF ATHOS delivers in a big

way. The colony of Athos was founded by patriarchs who believed, primarily, that women were a

corrupting influence. Using uterine replicators, they successfully created an all-male society way out

in the boondocks of civilized space. Now, however, problems have begun to appear: Their original



ovarian cultures are dying out, and problems of limited diversity were rearing their head even before

the most recent genetic crisis came to a head. Somebody needs to be sent out into the wider

galactic community to purchase new genetic material for the colony, and that's where Ethan comes

in: He leaves on the annual galactic census ship on a secret, if somewhat unexciting, mission to

save his world.
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